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MEMORANDUM

To: Boardman Township Steering Committee Date: March 15, 2019

From: Wendy E. Moeller, AICP
Compass Point Planning

Re: Building a Better Boardman Survey

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide you with a summary of the Building a Better
Boardman Survey that was distributed to the community in the latter half of February. We had over
1,000 responses, which is a significant response to a zoning survey for a community of Boardman
Township’s size.

Because of the scale of the response to the survey, we have not included a verbatim but have tried to
summarize the theme of comments and noted the number of similar responses.

Question 1: Tell us about your relationship to Boardman Township. Check all that apply. 1,006
responded and 2 people skipped. Because people could choose multiple answers (e.g., they could live
in Boardman and own a business in Boardman, the total number of responses below is larger than
the 1,006 respondents.

Answer # of Responses
Resident of Boardman Township 958
Own a business in Boardman Township 74
Serve on a board in Boardman Township 7
Other 44

For the people who responded as “other”, the responses included township employees, people who
own properties in the township, frequent visitors or shoppers in the township, realtors who work in
the township, employees in the township, or soon to be residents of the township.
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Question 2: Do you think that people should be allowed to have up to five chickens (no roosters),
rabbits, or other small farm animals, on residential lots? 992 responded and 16 people skipped.

NO

YES

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0%

Comments: In some cases, one comment may contain multiple themes identified below and this
was incorporated into the # of similar responses. Also, please note that there were only 158
comments from all respondents so the comments alone may not reflect the total answers of “yes” or
“no” above.

Comment Theme # of Similar Responses
Farm animals belong on farms/No appropriate in Boardman 7
Possibly okay on larger lots in Boardman with long setbacks 12

Okay with strong standards for pens, fencing, and maintenance
Allow more than five if there is more than one acre
Rabbits are okay, but no chickens

No pigs

N B R =],

Not viable due to other wildlife in area (e.g., coyotes, hawks,
predators)

e This depends on how large the individual parcel of land you own. Some lots are so small that having farm
animals would be a nuisance to the neighbors.

o Any type of property over 5 acres, is a farm! People on any type of form should be allowed to have
whatever animals they want!

e Too high of number, prefer 3 and limit to chickens, rabbits, no pigs, goats, sheep, miniature horses, etc.

e Not descriptive enough. Too vague.

e Histoplasmosis is a Lung disease caused by Dried Bird droppings in the air. | got the disease when | was 20
yr. Old & Doctors asked if | lived on a Farm. | didn’t. | lived in Mill Creek Park & must have gotten it from all
the Birds & Geese | was around. There is No Cure for this disease
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If they are properly housed and cared for.

Unless you live in a more rural part of boardman or have an acre or more of land.

if the animals are kept in a safe and nice to the eye place and do not bother any other animals then i
wouldn't see why it wouldn't work.

with proper care and equipment

Residential buildings are for people, not chickens!

With restrictions, not free range

Depends on lot size. If lot is smaller than 1 acre, no. If 1 acre or large, then | see no harm if housed properly
and not free range.

| see no problems as long as the animals are taken care of properly and husbandry is not an issue.

It's disgusting, and does not serve any purpose.

Why is there a limit?

Can be noisy, smell and does not fit the community as a whole.

However, | question how this will be monitored and what the penalty will be for no compliance. With
limited resources | don't see how this can be enforced.

If you are a taxpayer of Boardman Township, and you own a home. You can have any of the small livestock
you want if you are abiding by the laws/ ordinances that the city of Boardman has in place.

My kids are in 4H and have had these pets in the past. Me and my neighbors had no issues.

Boardman should be a city not a township

Must be fenced. Clean. No offensive odors

When you keep small animals, you risk attracting predators (animals).

Cows and horses too!

No one should have the right to tell others what they can and can’t do on THEIR Land.

This is NOT a farming area.

Doesn’t really matter

Yes, BUT... There needs to be minimum lot size for the farm animals. The 50 x 150 lots in some
developments put the houses too close together, and small farm animals would cause friction between
neighbors.

People need to worry about themselves not what other people have

Less government regulations especially on the little guys. | enjoy fresh healthy eggs and harvesting my own
non-gmo non-antibiotic and steroid free chicken.

Houses are far too close together for the smell.

Yes, but only a maximum of 5 in any combination.

What would happen to those people who already own these animals?

Yes, we're a Township!

As long as the animal spaces are maintained and respect to neighbor’s property is implemented. Basically,
as long as they are being responsible neighbors and animal owners.

| don’t think there should be a change at this time.

Sort of depends. "Hey kids, we are going to raise this chicken for a week and take it to a farm" that's ok.
"Hey kids, we are going to build 15 coops and have chickens running everywhere" then no

buy a farm

It needs to be stipulated the animals be well cared for, as pets, including cleanliness of the animals and their
enclosures, and they not be any nuisance to the neighboring properties. Any signs of abuse constitute
immediate forfeiture of the animals.

If they don't stink

Existing laws appear to be working fine regarding chickens.
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Small animals

As long as the animals are confined to the property and not encroaching upon any adjacent property, it
should be permitted.

This should be allowed on a larger lot and the people should be cleaning up after the animals as well. If
noise is an issue of concern, in many circumstances these animals create less noise than some neighbors in
our Boardman neighborhoods i.e. outdoor parties, loud music, etc.

It depends on lot size

| don’t believe that people should be allowed a small farm on a residential lot!

Animals for show fair, 4--H fenced in rear yard.

| grew up with chickens and they stink, very messy and noisy

If residential lots exceed 1 acre and are in Agriculture zoned areas. Housing, cages, pens should be governed
to not be closer than 12 feet from any property line not to cause a nuisance.

| believe the location of the residential lot as well as size of the lot and distance from neighbors should be a
factor, but | feel the vast majority of Boardman residential lots should not be permitted.

Also, not 8 dogs fenced in a very small portion of yard.

| have grown up on farms and do not mind being around animals or farms. | am used to the odors that
accompany farms; however, | think it could be annoying to many people in a close urban environment. |
understand that people want fresh, known source foods, but it one is interested in farming, then | think it is
better suited for a rural environment.

If 5 means all together, not 5 of each!

Depends on the size and location of the lot.

If contained in a coop

| think this depends on the property. The only separation between my house and the next on Sheridan Rd is
a driveway width. | would not want to smell and not attended coop on a hot summer day. Chickens are one
thing, proper cleaning and keep is different

One should have he right to live peacefully without excessive disturbance from neighbors.

2 seems enough

This is America, they should have whatever they damn well please

With guidelines concerning upkeep, cleanliness, and neighbors.

I didn't buy my house in Presidential square/ Quail hollow to have any of this crap in my neighborhood. Put
them out in country on a farm.

Rabbits if they are indoor pets

Yes, based on the size of the lot

Save a lot of money

Think it should be specific on which animals are permitted

Chickens do not belong in residential areas. The noise and smell will be unbearable for the neighbors. It is
not fair to subject your neighbors to chickens.

If you are out in rural areas with more land then it might be acceptable.

91 Arlene has 17 chickens, 4 ducks, and 4 rabbits. Their 3000 square-foot yard is 100% solid mud as well as
the number of flies is disgusting. Also, they burn their dirty straw which also is a nuisance.

As long as conditions are maintained

We allow that and what next. Noise, smell pens, etc.

Boardman is no longer a farming community. Try understand this

Eggs are expensive so having the ability to lay your own is cost effective
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When properties/parcels are small and homes close together, it’s not fair to neighbors to have to deal with
loud or smelly animals. Not to mention deal with the problems that arise from excess animal feed and
waste that attract pest birds, mice and rats.

As long as they are in a well-maintained pen or enclosure, not in in the front of the residence, and a certain
distance from neighbors.

| don't even understand the relevance of this question. You are allowed to have chickens and a rabbit is
definitely not even a farm animal. The situation should be treated just like dogs. As long as they are not a
nuisance and cleaned up after it's a non-issue. The township should have more important things to worry
about. You want a bunch of restrictions and a beige neighborhood find a gated community to live in.

You should be allowed as many as you want as long as they are fenced in and your yard is kept up.

This could potentially be a very bad thing but | feel if you own the land it is your choice what you do with it.
Within reason yes if they have proper accommodations such as shelter and yard space with fencing to
contain the animals

As long as they have the proper area to keep them and they take care and clean up after them

I’'m neutral on the issue

As long as not a noise issue

This question would be more relevant pending the size of the land. 1/4 acer no, 1 acer maybe. These
questions can't be yes or no.

Chickens no, Rabbits yes. This question should be separated out for each type of animal.

No. only domesticated animals in residential areas. If you want farm animals, live on a farm.

Only if they have a fence; people shouldn't have free-roaming animals.

It is important to not have to rely on traditional means for one's sustenance

Not on typical small lots.

| have nothing against farm animals but people don't even take care of their pets here.

I'm not 100% sure on this-would like to know a little more

Only five? Chickens don't take up much space and | don't see why there should be an arbitrary limit on the
number a person can keep, provided they are keeping the area clean and not offensive to neighbors.

A friend has chickens, but fortunately he's not my neighbor.

"Yes" to farm animals,nothing loud like roosters or Peacocks. "No" to a total amount. One should be able to
have what your land can handle.

Come on! We are a nice community. If you want chickens etc. move to a farm. Boardman, as far as |
know, never had chickens etc. in the past so why are we doing this?

if area holding animals is not too close to a neighbor to cause odor problems.

If they have them now, they should be able to keep them.

As long as they aren’t a nuisance or abused.

We have chickens in our neighborhood. They are loud.

Chickens yes, as long as they're being used for food and egg production only. Rabbits and other small
animals, no. No sense in giving people the opportunity to breed these small animals, which would likely end
up happening.

Sensible regulations should encourage families to grow their own food, regardless of lot size. If limited, the
amount allowed should be in relation to acreage. Example: Five chickens per 1/4 acre (10,890 SF) Roosters
prohibited.

Depends in size of property!

They want farm animals go buy property in the country. | don't pay property taxes out my butt hole to live
next to a farm animal

Mainly because I'd be concerned for the welfare of the animals; small enclosures, etc.
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As long as the animals are securely contained to that lot.

If you think roosters are the only ones that make noise, you would be wrong (I grew up around chickens).
Also, who is going police hen v roosters? | worry too about the potential for cock fighting.

Private property

| think people should be allowed to have more than 5 chickens.

farm animals belong on a farm, not in a residential community

| don't want to be awakened at dawn by chickens or any other farm animal in my backyard. If residents
want to maintain a "farm" in the back yard, they should move to the country.

Only if they are taken care of properly and kept in a clean enclosed area so they are not in other people’s
property.

As long as they are contained and take care of

Rats are too prevalent because of small animal droppings and feed.

Absolutely yes!! I had communicated with the prior zoning director about this, and then | was told this topic
was "tabled indefinitely". | am a strong advocate for 4-H and my kids deserve better than to be told by
zoning staff that chickens are dirty creatures that cause disease, and tell me not to ask again. The children
of Boardman deserve to be given the right to learn responsibility and be able to own a small livestock 4-H
project. Given the proper care, any of these animals will be much less of a nuisance than your next door
neighbor's dog! Let this community remove the stigma of these amazing small animals so your community
can continue to grow and learn. As for my family, leaving Boardman township was a must - | will not let local
government deny my children the opportunity of excellent programs that 4-H provides and the wonderful
learning experience small livestock can bring. Thank you for finally exploring this topic more. If big city's can
change ordinances to allow their residents this joy, so can Boardman, Ohio.

| don't think chickens should be allowed on a residential lot in a development. If it's a more rural area of
Boardman, than yes. Rabbits should be allowed on residential lots in the township---whether it's in a
development or a more rural area. When | was growing up in Boardman township, we had a rabbit.

Farm animals are for farms.

You start allowing chickens in boardman the neighborhoods are going to start getting Really dumpy!
People will push the limited or completely disregard the rule

| am okay with roosters too....

| almost checked no until | thought about kids who have rabbits as pets.

“Other small farm animals” is a very broad therm. Is a goat or a lamb a small gram animal? How about
ducks or geese?

Why not becomes the question. With the price of eggs at Giant Evil being more expensive than raising a
chicken you wonder who's really against homeowners raising chickens?

It is a township after all. The exhaust noise is more of a nuisance than chickens.

This is something that would have to be monitored and controlled though.

Depending on the lot size.

As long as they are properly contained, cared for and do not disrupt neighbors.

As long as they are confined to their property inside a fenced in area. Not free roaming.

Within reason, not sure what is meant by "other small farm animals"

Most houses in Boardman are in close proximity to each other. Chickens can be a breeding ground for
unwanted pests and critters to nearby neighbors.

This is a problem with the north end of boardman. The lots are small, and homes are only separated by
driveways. Allowing farm animals makes for odors during spring and summer. This lowers property values
and makes it difficult for people to sell their homes. No buyer wants to see chickens, pigs or multiple dogs
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outside the windows in their neighbors’ yard. If people want farm animals, they need to relocate to a less
urban/suburban environment.

e As long as they animals are kept on their property.

e With size restrictions.

e Five seems a bit high - 2 or 3 may be a better limit. | also think they specifically should be confined and not
permitted to roam.

e What impact does this have on the community or the neighborhood! It is a completely pointless regulation
to try to implement. | will likely move if this is put in place.

e Most of the residential lots in Boardman are too small to support this number of animals. The animals will
be a nuisance for the neighbors.

e There needs to be limits though on smaller lots.

Important Note on this Question — Please note that townships in Ohio have limitations on what they
can regulate as far as it relates to agricultural uses, including the raising of small farm animals,
according to the Ohio Revised Code. Agricultural uses on lots that are five acres or more are exempt
from zoning, and as such, the township cannot regulate the raising of chickens, rabbits, or even larger
farm animals on these large lots, including not being able to regulate setbacks, fencing, structures,
etc. For properties that are between one and five acres, the township has some limited ability to
regulate where structures (e.g., coops, pens, fencing, etc.) are located but cannot outright prohibit
the raising of livestock. It is for properties that are less than an acre that the township has the
authority to fully regulate agricultural uses such as the raising of chickens and rabbits.
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Question 3: How much do you agree with the statement that "Boardman Township should
substantially increase the design standards for the construction of any new buildings (architecture,
landscaping, site design, etc.). 997 responded and 11 people skipped.

On this question, people could provide an answer on a scale of 1 (Disagree) to 5 (Greatly Agree) with
the answers weighted and averaged. The closer the weighted average gets to 5.00, the more the
respondents “greatly agree” with the statement. The closer the weighted average gets to 1.00, the
more the respondents “disagree” with the statement.

The weighted average response for this statement was 3.61.

e |FYOU REQUIRE IT THEY WILL DO IT.

e Cannot be an odd design that would cause traffic flow issues because people stop to look

e id rather them tear down old and spend money building new than hoop jumping for nit pick things like
shingle/roof colors

e Fairly good job being done, but must focus on water flow & tree design

e Boardmanis a twp! Just a generation ago it still had plenty of farms. Just because people moved here from
Pittsburgh or Cleveland didn't mean we need to give up our non city living rights

e | don't really know anything about what the current design standards are or how many there are.

e You need to explain "design standards" first

e There is no need for new buildings to be built as Boardman has very limited green space and more empty
buildings that they should work on getting buyers for!

e There is a point where government has too much of a say so in it's community. A standard has to be set for
issues decent.

e |[f the “codes” would have been revised when your “building boom” was going on...you would not have a
rain water problem that you currently have. (Late 90’s and on) Instead of worrying about house with
chipped paint and wasting resources “policing” such, put your energy into your old and future
infrastructure. Plan for future growth and incorporate those plans so that when that growth comes, you
have things in place and problems are eliminated before they arrive..Be proactive instead of reactive. AND
YES IT CAN BE DONE!!

e Greatly disagree. There are already too many regulations.

e Agree we need to have standards. Do not know for certain if they are currently lacking, or are just not being
enforced.

e Too many apartments/commercial properties mixed in with single family homes. This creates an unstable
neighborhood and property values decrease.

e As business owners we pay enough in garbage permits and forced changes.

e Think most construction should blend in with surrounding area.

e The township is nice the new construction looks good, | think there may need to be some zoning
requirements to remodel existing businesses. It is an eyesore when you have a new construction next to an
outdated building. | think if there would be a way to urge existing land lords to update more businesses
would be attacted to come into the area.

e Taking all utility's underground in old Boardman and paving the roads would go along way.

e None of the government's business.

e Square footage of homes should be limited to the size of the lot. Definite height resrictions , some power
given to the township to have their own inspectors, screw the county. Definite time allowances in building
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or remodeling. When you start you must finish in so many months, Example, 5400 square house on
Hitchcock Rd, Mr& Mrs. Megnella(?) house, 4 yrs. still not half way done. It has turned into a real eyesore
and all the neighborhood is pissed

| believe that there should be standards, however, since | don’t know what (if any) there are, | can’t say if
it's appropriate to increase them.

Keep Boardman classy. NO MORE cement block buildings!

As long as the new standards account for future needs such as enabling micro mobility options and access
to green space

We have a lot of great historical buildings, would be nice if just any building was okay...

I am not fully aware of the current design standards for new buildings. We have many existing businesses
along Market St. between 224 and Midlothian Blvd. that need improved design standards. These small
business do not provide an adequate streetscape for this area and leave it looking bare and rundown. When
comparing these buildings to those in other areas such as Canfield or Poland there is a large visible
difference in upkeep and landscaping.

| think that the buildings look okay for the most part and are aesthetically pleasing.

Poland village has a standard. Makes things look beautiful.

Part of what makes Boardman a great place to live is the differences in the buildings, not everything is
cookie cutter design which is boring. But we must have high standards for the quality of materials used in
construction.

With a Township/ City like Boardman, if a new business wants to come to the city. | think it will be necessary
to always have the latest standards for building purposes in Boardman.

Zoning is chasing business away

The design of the this town reflects the 1970s, an updated look would be wonderful!

The business buildings should have a more consistent appearance. We should model our buildings after
Poland or Canfield where there seems to be a coherent look in those vicinities.

No need for that

That statement is too vague. What exactly does "increase the design standards" mean? It could mean
almost anything

We need better esthetically pleasing store fronts and handicapped assessable public stores and spaces.
Consistency is good. Requiring "artsy-fartsy" architecture is not. | think Boardman should pick a style and
consistently require it. This includes signage, lighting, and more.

Homeowners should have freedom to build safe practical garages sheds or barns on their private property
as long as its build using common code and building standards. We don't need anymore regulation on
homeowners. But businesses including non-profits who love our loopholes to screw the taxpayers aka new
tower at St.E which we funded and requires our already strained resources doesn't have to pay a dime
should be more regulated. And there should be major concerns with the over development causing all of
our water problems but we should not forget about the major traffic problems we now have because of
over development and the disruptions of our residential neighborhoods the people who pay the majority of
the taxes.

| am up for increasing design standards only if it doesn’t raise property taxes.

Assuming current building code are passing to allow such building, | disagree with substantial increases in
design standard.

Change in what ways?

For energy use, drainage, environmental friendliness, etc.

we live in free country don't tell me what my property should look like.....I bought it....you didn't....i decide.
Fix flooding first
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e Other towns have much greater standards and it does show.

e This question is difficult to answer as the design standards statement is vague. What is the intent of
increasing the design standards? My answer assumes that the design standards are merely cosmetic.

e Landscaping (green space)

e | believe that our older buildings should be maintained as well. This includes outdoor appearance, access
roads, and incentive to rent these before considering leaving one building vacant and constructing a new
one.

e We need to update the area and uphold what Boardman used to be.

e site design for drainage. more to a master drain for township.

e New construction is typically focused on an attractive appearance to bring in customers. It’s the current
eyesores such as the old fire station that hurts the look of the community.

e Boardman needs to address empty commercial/industrial buildings first and have those occupied.
"Development Centers" in projected areas need approved followed by design standards. Having too
stringent design standards can limit development and favor it in adjoining communities.

o little to late but better now than never

e A good regulatory framework is important, but getting too detailed and onerous makes it difficult for
individuals and businesses. It also can take away from the flexibility of the Township. 1think it is good to
have some general design standards, but ones that can change with the times and give individuals and the
Township to work together to have a good community balance.

e |[tisimportant to look goid in order to attract goid bisinesses to our area.

e This township is so outdated. No business should be able to open new until all old buildings are torn down
(or filled with new business). All signs should have certain requirements of size and height.

e |t’s not the townships place to tell residence what they can and can’t build on their own properties. We're
not in an HOA that’s controls this stuff.

e There is too much arbitrary regulation now

e Enact signage regulations. End the flashing, distracting neon signs

e Impervious ground cover needs to be limited. Any new construction needs to be able to drain at least twice
the water into the sewer system as what is expected to fall on to the land. New construction should not be
allowed to expect to drain water on to adjacent property at all. Any new construction needs to pay for
massive sewer and storm water improvements.

e A more appeasing and optical flow

e Should have a say in building design and signage but not landscaping. The current landscaping in parking
lots makes it very dangerous for motorists especially the Walmart and Amish Market lots.

e |t is chaos because the standards were limited and reactive to requests, instead of proactive, which would
have created a much more appealing look to the community

e Boardman township should stay out of people's business

e A place or business should be able to design their building any way they want as long as they’re paying for
it.

e | don’t know what the design standards are now to give an opinion.

e There should be a few restrictions to keep things consistent and not have buildings like the mattress store
on Market

e must include infrastructure impact and how new construction will improve the situation

e |'m not sure what exactly "design standards" are; be more specific.

e Question is too vague

e Isn't that the county!s job?

10

~—
'



COMPASS

Ps

INT

ENVISION « PLAN « IMPLEMENT

Boardman Township's infrastructure cannot support anymore new construction. Please focus on resolving
the flood/sewer back-up issues first. Everything is just a parking lot and more poured concrete. The
appearance of Boardman is sterile. There is no green space. Many people in Boardman are buying flood
insurance, Boardman Township needs to participate in the following program so residents can obtain a
discount on their flood insurance. National Flood Insurance Program Community Rating System A Local
Official’s Guide to Saving Lives, Preventing Property Damage, and Reducing the Cost of Flood Insurance
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1535126505943-
439b296e7778b037d05f698f65c7891b/2018NFIP_CRS_Brochure_June_ 2018 5080K.pdf

This should have been done 50 years ago, but ongoing, infrastructure and traffic needs should be
incorporated into design standards.

How about stop the building and use what is already empty. Take a drive - you will see all the empty store
fronts.

We must continue to compete with Niles and attract young people.

more green areas are always needed.

| do not know what you mean by “increase the standards”

That is a very vague statement. This is not a high-dollar area, and requiring ridiculous architecture standards
probably isn't the best idea.

Keep them trendy to the time period!

| would rather them focus on fixing the flooding issues and the blight from the current zoning violations

As long as they account for water run-off.

Strongly committed to nature & environmental needs

There is some very unattractive store-front property on, for example, Market Street and South Ave. We
should be able to have mixed income commerce without screaming "blue light special" with design.

BTWP must show why existing standards are lacking and the economic impact of added expense and fees to
construction.

Should also make any new construction have under ground electric. The amount of telephone poles in this
town is hideous.

Who are we leaving new design "standards" up to choosing? If it has to do with health and safety, there are
national standards. If it is aesthetics, who is to say?

while | would like to see some form of unity in neighborhood design, | would NOT like a mandated theme of
design such as that found in Poland. We live in a nation of freedom that allows for creativity and freedom
to choose.

go to other areas, clean, not cluttered and please maintain some kind of responsible standard for the types
of business aloud

| have searched the Boardman Zoning website, and am unable to find any architectural design standards. If
there are currently design standards, you are not making them readily available. | believe there should be a
general set of design standards to regulate buildings - but not to set a "theme" for the community.
However, | have seen other communities, such as Poland, go overboard on their architectural design
standards, where the design committee has entirely too much power, to the point where the tail wags the
dog.

Signage should be restricted in size and placed so as not to impede visibility for adjacent traffic flow,

We need more green space surrounding businesses. We also need more access lanes/roads connecting
retail/restaurant properties. Thus cutting down on the need for so many road accesses and traffic issues.

| think architects do a good job of updated designs. New restrictive rules only add to the cost of the project.
That added cost may be a deal breaker for some businesses.
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Drive Market Street or Route 224 and you will find much of the area is a hodgepodge of design, odd colors
on independent buildings and signage that looks like hell. (Sorry). Absolute require standards for new
construction.

We deserve better developments than standard looking strip malls. If we had more design standards it
would give our township and our buildings more character and identity.

With particular attention given to water runoff/retention and the effect it has on traffic flow.

| mean drive up and down any main road and it looks like garbage. We need a few design types that
encourage designing beyond just the site of the business

Increasing design standards will likely raise the cost of building which in turn may scare off businesses from
building here.

the monstrosity home on Hitchcock near Squirrel Hill that sits way back is a good example of increasing
the designs of homes.

| think all old buildings and lots should be utilized before anything new is built or wood or land are ruined.
Curb appeal adds a lot to businesses and communities. High building standards are nice too. No one wants
to look at bland, featureless, or crumbling buildings.

Business street addresses need to be plainly visible from the street. Landscape should not hinder the view
of the street such as flower beds at intersection of Giant Eagle when pulling out onto Doral Drive in the
summer and the exit from the Lanai when pulling out on South Ave in the summer. Also at Schwabels snow
plows pile snow in the parking lot high enough to obstruct the view from Lakepark Road onto Midlothial
Road when looking west.

Residential NO. Business sometimes.

Less focus on new buildings and more focus on vacant properties we already have.

Boardman has allowed a hodge podge of retail development over the past 20 years. Many chain retailers
have come and gone, leaving vacant buildings and large empty lots. There needs to be more regulation
with new development and the redevelopment of vacant properties to remain more consistent.
Parking/traffic and drainage issues with these retail locations also need to be re-evaluated.

When you travel along US 224 to either Poland or Canfield City you can "feel" a greener and more
sophisticated design ascetic. | want Boardman to feel that way also.
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Question 4: How much do you agree with the statement that "Boardman Township should enhance
current design standards for new buildings but should not be too restrictive as to burden property
owners. 992 responded and 16 people skipped.

On this question, people could provide an answer on a scale of 1 (Disagree) to 5 (Greatly Agree) with
the answers weighted and averaged. The closer the weighted average gets to 5.00, the more the
respondents “greatly agree” with the statement. The closer the weighted average gets to 1.00, the
more the respondents “disagree” with the statement.

The weighted average response for this statement was 3.59.

see above

Step in the right direction but this needs clarified to better answer

As stated above they should worry about filing the current abandoned buildings before allow more to be
built

Perhaps incorporate a period of time where the owner has some agreed upon years to meet those
“codes”.....BUT still must do it.

Be a burden!

Have had 1st hand experience with the township placing hardship on elderly relatives over minor cosmetic
issues (pealing paint). The elderly are not our problem!

See above comment

You should try to control all the damm signs that go up, there an eye sore and a distraction when driving
You could make the new buildings coming in look somewhat better just so that the buildings can last longer.
We don't want every building to look the same we need variety in our community

If | am a taxpayer of Boardman, and | live in a home. If my home is degrading on the outside, it will just look
hideous and my neighbors would probably get sick of looking at it everyday. | think if the house that | own
gets to be in too bad of shape, the city should have a right to cite me for these poor up-keeping that i have
on my home.

Too late for that

Badly worded question. Responses will be useless for policy

Eye sores need updated or torn down. For example mattress king, Boardman motel etc

Allow homeowners to build and do what they want as long as its safe and up to standard building codes.
This might help keep people in boardman interested of flooding to our surrounding communities looking for
nicer homes with significantly lower taxes better schools and being able to build or have small healthy and
maintained farm animals such as chickens roosters or a sheep raised for meat to feed their families.
Remember we can't always rely on Walmart for everything sooner or later we will have to feed our families
with our knowledge and skills especially in the state of our infrastructure and political climate.

You need to clarify what is wrong with current design standards

What is a design standard? Ive heard Boardman's zoning is crazy with new businesses, so much that people
choose to go to other towns. If it comes down to corporations, then be restrictive in a way, but if they are
local, back up

no it is my business not yours...if you want to design it than you have to pay the added costs

Code is code, standards are standards. They are to be met for the safety of the community, not the comfort
of the property owner

May need to force some compliance issues to bring all businesses up to standard.

Fix flooding first
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Business properties in Boardman could step it up a bit!

Again, assuming that design standards are only cosmetic, | disagree that the township should have any say
in the aesthics of a building.

| believe that we should not being using "city standards" until we have made the initiative to become a city.
In the past Boardman has had too loose regulations (vs neighboring Canfield, Poland) and we’ve seen the
results. More restrictions tend to keep slumlords and lazy property owners out, and keep attentive
investors in.

Please refer to comments on Number 3.

This comment is way to broad and open to interpretation. Who defines the level of "enhancement" and if it
is actually a "burden." | would want to see what the enhancements were and decide for myself if they could
be a burden to property owners.

Residential structures should not be be restricted unless they are ghoulish or over the top on design or
infringe on neighbors site lines.

Standards should not burden property owners and take property rights away or cause excessive costs.
Design standards should be general and not determined by the subjective whims of people appointed to
boards and committees

Quit trying to inpose on us, this isn’t Communist Russia

We should be a burden to property owners when it comes to the look of their property.

Please no more burden on taxpayers

Any new construction should be massively burdened with being responsible for not affecting existing homes
negatively. (By causing them to flood, for example)

One of my main concerns is the plazas & businesses along Route 224 & South Ave. should be connected to
ease traffic congestion on the roads. For example, the businesses across the street from Boardman Park
should ALL be connected (the “Tanglewood Bldg”, the plaza with Sleepy Hollow & the plaza with Bed, Bath
& Beyond.

You don’t want to be a burden to the tax payers that essentially make the city run by providing revenue.
No more construction that does not take responsibility for impact on infrastructure, particularly drainage
Boardman Township's infrastructure cannot support anymore new construction. Please focus on resolving
the flood/sewer back up issues first. We have severe flooding in Boardman Township and all new
construction and landscaping should have green spaces that is not only functional to improve the flooding
conditions but it also adds appeal to a community with their landscaping and building materials. Boardman
Township needs to participate in the program for FEMA, National Flood Insurance Program Community
Rating System A Local Official’s Guide to Saving Lives, Preventing Property Damage, and Reducing the
Cost of Flood Insurance FEMA B 573 /2018 FEMA  https://www.fema.gov/media-library-
data/1535126505943-
439b296e7778b037d05f698f65c7891b/2018NFIP_CRS_Brochure June_ 2018 5080K.pdf

| think all buildings should be held to high standards regardless of when it was build

What is a "burden."? Is it a certain percentage of the cost? Is it a dollar amount? Are existing structures
grandfathered?

Be restrictive - put the brakes on. We really don't need anything else.

There needs to be a balance so as to not deter good businesses.

If current properties are falling down, property owners should make an effort to improve the property.
This at least states not to burden property owners, but it's still incredibly vague.

We already have concerns with new 50mill abc water district and more property taxes | would never built a
new house in boardman we are retired and cannot any more money spent we had a boat moored at a lake
it have maintaine for winter storage approx 1 or 2weeks then goes into storageRV
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Property owners have a responsibility to keep up the outside of their property as should businesses. But
with the kind of property tax | pay....I demand that my neighbors keep up their property. My property is
already almost worthless thanks to the property taxes.

Property [home] owners should not be burdened by a new building of any business.

What enhancements?

Same as above. ALL new standards are burdens. BTWP needs to convey very clear reasons for adding
burdens.

If i can't find the design standards to review, | can't comment on whether they should be enhanced,.

Keep Boardman beautiful

There should be more freedom for residential builders in design than business properties.

See above statement

If you want to operate your business in this township, adhere to higher standards.

Sounds sensible

The last part is important. High standards is great but if they chase businesses elsewhere, they're worthless.
We're a nice central hub among the suburbs of Youngstown. Businesses want to be here for that reason.
Let's make sure they put up good, aesthetically pleasing buildings but at the same time, let's not scare them
off.

See above.

Boardman needs to be revitalized, the old buildings are an eye sore and we do not need new buildings
taking the easy way out.

Dollar generals, auto zones and other smaller retail chains have been placed in our residential
neighborhoods without any thought on aesthetics. They are all hideous square boxes. These properties are
also consistently littered with trash and stray shopping carts.

As long as getting notices for children's yard toys aren't still being called "abandoned farm equipment"

If a company wants to build here, they should have to design to our standard.
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Question 5: How much do you agree with the statement "Boardman Township should reduce the
amount of design standards for new buildings. 984 responded and 25 people skipped.

On this question, people could provide an answer on a scale of 1 (Disagree) to 5 (Greatly Agree) with
the answers weighted and averaged. The closer the weighted average gets to 5.00, the more the
respondents “greatly agree” with the statement. The closer the weighted average gets to 1.00, the
more the respondents “disagree” with the statement.

The weighted average response for this statement was 2.16.

The buildings put up years ago are terrible and greatly diminish the aesthetics of otherwise nice areas.
Example are all the row houses on glenwood and behind the plaza. And no more apartment complexes.
Keep new structures looking nice

Unless your talking about business. I'm against all these restrictions if it's residential

| don't really know anything about what the current design standards are or how many there are.

Safety designs, yes, but other standards such as ascetics can be costly

Boardman should stop handing out building permits until all vacant abandoned buildings are filed

There should be an advantage to fill any empty building

| don't know what the standards ate now so will stay neutral

| think the way that our town looks is pleasing and maybe if anything could be made a little bit better.

The buildings need to meet building code and fire code not Boardman code

Since | am unfamiliar with the current design standards | feel | cannot make an educated assessment.

This sentence is basically giving free will to any new business, and/or home that someone wants to build. If
someone wants to build in Boardman there should always be regulations of how and where you can build.
Quit building.tear down eyesores and turn into green spaces And water retention to help with flooding
Everyone new business and home should have green standards and water control as not to keep giving us a
100 year flood every 5-7 years. But homeowners who want to build on their own property should be
allowed with no new regulations as long as the development doesn't pertain to any type of business
excluding agricultural development.

As long as it’s in the blueprint stage and all knows what’s going on

What is a design standard? Look, someone wants to open a business, how oppressive are we being?
zoning should not have the power to tell people how to design their building

Fix flooding first

Maintain the old ones first.

| am not familiar with the current building design standards; however, the township should consider traffic
flow patterns when considering development.

| need to educate myself more on the design standards in the Township (just moved here in July). | went in
and received a permit to put a garage on my property and | understood that | also needed to obtain a
County permit which included design standards. If the design standards are specific to

If you have money for new construction you should be able to abide by the current design standards /
landscaping provisions

Unqualified appointed design committees and boards should not be able to arbitrarily dictate the color of a
building for example. Qualified design professionals should be able to propose acceptable design solutions
for property owners based on appropriate design narratives

Think it's nice to see a little difference in designs.

Are you trying to get new structures to be alike or allow them their own design within reason
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Again | do not know what they are now.

Is there even a design standard? If there is it is not noticeable.

A proposal that only serves insatiable greed

Again, "design standards" is very vague.

Up the standards.

| don't care about the design of the buildings....I don't want anymore buildings.....we can't fit anymore
here....the flooding issues will continue to get worse with new buildings.

| don't want to be Poland but | do agree to some standards

Standard ugly strip mall a la the abandoned Toys R Us lot on 224 is not something we need more of. If
Boardman is to draw people, we need to work on inviting and walkable elements/shopping areas.

Same as above. BTWP should show economic impact too moving in this direction.

The standard for commercial landscaping is not to the benefit of the citizens. It should be scaled back, and
implemented site by site.

We don't need more strip mall type development. Business property needs to pay more attention to the
neighborhood s they abut. Surface water issues must be dealt with : be it on site retention or far more
permeable space.

Current code standards are fine. You don’t need to change things just for the sake of changing things.
Sometimes status quo is ok.

Re-design the standards because having a minimum amount of parking spaces per square foot when there
is ample and too much parking lot everywhere you look in Boardman. More green space design along with
designing for pedestrian, public transit and bicycles.

Don’t know what standards we have now. If you have standards and can’t enfirce them it’s really a mute
point.

completely disagree, we need Boardman to come back from the 70s

Personally | think Boardman has too many buildings.

The design standards should be reasonable but should not be reduced at all.
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Question 6: How much do you agree with the statement "Boardman Township should place a
priority on filling vacant buildings rather than focusing on the design of buildings. 992 responded
and 16 people skipped.

On this question, people could provide an answer on a scale of 1 (Disagree) to 5 (Greatly Agree) with
the answers weighted and averaged. The closer the weighted average gets to 5.00, the more the
respondents “greatly agree” with the statement. The closer the weighted average gets to 1.00, the
more the respondents “disagree” with the statement.

The weighted average response for this statement was 4.12.

e Empty lots that use to have a house - should have an incentive to get a new home constructed. an empty
lot brings in a fraction of the amount of taxes that a house would

e Get rid of the vacant buildings or require landowners to refurbish to new specs or they have to sell to the
township.

e These empty buildings should be fixed up so they look like the new structures and rented out. | don't want
Boardman to become another Youngstown

e Look at Niles/warren. Don't become 422

e Removing trees and park land to build when there is so much open commercial land already is crazy. This
should not be allowed.

e The owners need to keep the vacant property in good condition and get them rented

e Having tenants paying rent will bring in more income to the city and new opportunities to bring in even
more services and entertainment.

e This should be part of the initial process to reduce future vacant properties

e Too many strip plazas with vacancies

e That would be ideal. However I’'m not sure that the current Administration cares that much about
Boardman anymore

e Aslong as the business is a positive addition to the township.

e The township should demolish buildings and residential homes that have not been lived in for 2 years. Even
if someone still owned them.

e Sadly, there are too many empty storefronts..... exactly how Youngstown started it's decline.

e The owner is responsible for their property but enforce collection of taxes, maintenance and the taxes get
too far behind...foreclose on property..if simple maintenance is not done, fine...if ignored to a extreme
point, foreclose

e While agree, there needs to be a balance to avoid becoming "unfriendly" to businesses desiring to build.

e New construction is a waste of money and resources when many places are already vacant.

e Like previously stated there are a lot of vacant buildings that if could be filled the overall cooridor of 224
and market would be greatly improved

e Tear the old eye sores down

e In many cases it’s easier to build fresh new modern buildings than trying to rehab old buildings

e Encouraging the use of existing infrastructure makes the most sense in an area with shrinking population.
However many buildings can be difficult and expensive to retrofit.

e Do not allow new commercial construction on vacant lots. Must buy commercial building and either rehab
or demolish and rebuild

e Not only place the focus on filling vacant buildings but improve the looks of current buildings and rid the
township of problem properties such as the Market St. motels which bring crime to the area.
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It's beginning to look like a ghost town with all the empty buildings

If they can convince the businesses to come into the town and make redo the building and maybe cut them
on some taxes then they can lure more businesses in. also without raising the taxes of the people
considering we just raised taxes for the schools when they already have enough money.

But old, unused, and ugly buildings should be torn down to make room for up to date and modern design
businesses

The vacant business buildings are unsightly and it's hard to see new construction go in where space is
already available.

| am tired of businesses being allowed to move across town leaving old buildings abandoned. Why does
Jason Loree allow this? What exactly is his function? He is certainly not effective in his role!

Both need to be addressed.... filling vacant buildings as well as redesign building structures

There are 2 many vacant Buildings on 224. That land and those buildings should be used before allowing
construction of new buildings.

Theres way too many empty buildings in boardman that need used before we start building new ones

We need to focus on vacant buildings/structures by either refurbishing or demolition. Vacant buildings are
an eyesore and frankly I'd rather see a parking lot with open space then a vacant building that is falling
apart.

| do drive by vacant buildings like Toys R Us that i wish someone could come along and put a business in
there. If it requires them to tear down the building and building a new one. | don't see any problem with
that.

Tear down the old buildings

Unless the building is in such disrepair that it would not be financially reasonable to attempt

Way too many empty commercial areas. | have yet to see any commercial eyesores

Less concrete and blacktop and more green spaces.

Yes, not only should you ALREADY be focusing on filling vacant buildings, but stop building new things that
create more flood issues. Idiots.

Both should be a focus

If the building is architecturally historical we should try to keep them and build on the beauty of the old
building

Vacant buildings can be modified or updated to meet standards at the time of purchase.

No more new concrete we HAVE A FLOODING PROBLEM.

PLEASE focus at least some attentive to the revitalization of decrepit buildings in our community rather than
building new construction. The old Rulli Brothers on South Avenue is a great example of a valuable property
not being utilized to it’s potential.

| believe they need to renovate the vacant buildings OR tear them down and build something new in its
place. Instead, there are new buildings being built along side vacant buildings and lots.

Well, if there was a big empty mall, | guess this would be a big priority. Why are we having problems filling
empty buildings? When that Giant Eagle closes you're going to have a large empty area on the west side.
But | guess we don't care when that new Mejer store opens. Why is it cheaper to build a new building than
to fix up an existing one?

Or make the owners tear them down.

It would be nice to see vacant buildings and lots used but you can not force a business.

Filling or re-building empty buildings should be top priority. If a design would fit on a vacant building lot,
maybe offer a discount to build a new business there instead of an empty lot.

Both are important, so to me it's not an either or it's important to work on both
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If the building aren’t up to code then why fill them? If it’s going to cost the people who move in a
substantial amount to renovate it and that said cost is comparable as to building new then I'd say remove
the old building and build new.

Review my previous comments.

There are too many large vacant buildings. Old hobby lobby, toys r us, etc. they should be filled , or at least
torn down and something else built there.

Both would be a great option!

| 100% believe that Boardman should encourage people to use the uninhabited spaces rather than building
new spaces on land. We don’t need the very little green space that we have to be torn down for more
buildings. It’s starting to become sad; Boardman is starting to look like the city of Youngstown.

Or demolish and build new on site

Placing a priority on functional buildings should be a given as part of the criteria in minimizing blight.
Current rent cost of even run down buildings in Boardman are significantly higher than surrounding towns
with better store fronts. | moved my business to Canfield because of this.

| think that there is a balance between filing the vacant buildings and focusing on the design of new
buildings. Existing buildings may not meet the needs of a particular business, but it is important for the
Township to work with individuals and companies to have a general design standard that fits within the
Township demographics.

Old or abandoned buildings should be torn down by previous owner.

Or the redesign of those buildings

Definitely! Empty buildings nake thecarea look bad!

A lot of the shopping plazas need updated. They look old and uninviting. If the buildings were more
appealing to business owners and shoppers, it might be easier to fill the vacancies.

It appears that when vacant buildings are sol, they are torn down, so design is more important

Even current vacant buildings that need filled should have even a small makeover to help the curb appeal.
Design and layout go hand and hand with the needs of the particular business or organization that is filling
the vacant building or lot.

If corporate owners want to spend money in Boardman township and pay appropriate taxes on their
structures to support our schools and law enforcement agencies and firefighters then they should be
allowed to do so . As long as they are good neighbors and support our community values .

Both serve a purpose and should not be a burden of each other.

We don't need any more strip plazas! We need big businesses coming in that will provide lots of jobs and
bring in the consumers.

The government cannot fill vacant buildings nly property owners can. Government should not dictate
specific building designs, either. Dictating specific styles for building design is tantamount to Fascism.

The amount of empty stores is ridiculously large and becoming an eyesore.

Absolutely. God forbid there is a patch of green space. Let’s bulldoze it to build a sub shop.

Don’t build new buildings.

It's disgusting the amount of closed buildings in Boardman while right next to them the township has
allowed another store to rip apart a wooded lot and build some other building knowing it's highly likely to
become vacant in the next 5 years.

Think the market will need to adjust lease prices to reality and vacant buildings will fill up.

Yes yes. We are digging up parking lots and green space when there are numerous empty structures. Before
someone wants to build should have to purchase and renovate vacant buildings. We have businesses on top
of each other on parking lots.
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Too many vacant businesses. Should not rezone green space property and have businesses move into
vacant buildings instead.

It should be the businesses ' decision if its an old or new building. Granted it would be nice to fill the vacant
buildings.

Either fill the buildings or tear them down if necessary.

If the cost is less than that of demolition of old buildings and rebuilding new structures because the old ones
are beyond repair

Put a freeze on new construction. It has been done before.

It's a good sentiment but not always practical. New buildings are likely to go up regardless, so regulations to
prevent further damage to existing structures are the priority.

Making new buildings while old ones aren't used doesn't make Boardman great; we should utilize what we
have; renovate.

The two aren’t mutually exclusive. Accomplish both.

Boardman Townships current infrastructure cannot support any new construction. Please focus on
resolving our flooding/sewer back-up issues first. | think both can be achieved. Boardman Township
Trustees know where the vacant buildings are, they should be showcasing these to new businesses but if
the new business wants to build something new, then the focus should be on what is best for the
community with construction materials, design, and include requirements of businesses to have green
space, landscaping, things that will reduce flooding in the community. Boardman Township needs to
integrate the standards into the community so residents can obtain a discount on their flood insurance.
National Flood Insurance Program Community Rating System A Local Official’s Guide to Saving Lives,
Preventing Property Damage, and Reducing the Cost of Flood Insurance FEMA B 573 /2018 FEMA
Sometimes it is cost prohibitive to make changes to existing buildings to meet new standards.

Now we are talking. It is so sad to see everything that is empty, yet the trustees want to allow the building
of more.

Blight can be a real problem. Either tear down old buildings to make room for new design, or full the vacant
ones.

This makes the most sense. People will get more for their money by utilizing existing spaces rather than
building new.

Why keep building new until the existing buildings are occupied.

Vacant buildings simply can’t be left to decay/deteriorate.

| am so mad that neither Meijer nor the new Dodge dealership did not build in the vacant lot where kmart
use to be. The zoning board voted against allowing Meijer to build off route 625, but the trustees
overturned their ruling. Why even have zoning, if their votes don't matter to protect the public. | am
considering moving out of the township due to the Meijer debacle.

No company should be allowed to abandon a building. All existing empty buildings should have property
codes enforced against the owners.

You should be doing both.

Boardman township has no business even considering this topic. The free market will run its course.

| do NOT like the number of vacant buildings in Boardman, such as the former Joann Fabrics on Rt. 7, and
Hobby Lobby on Rt 224, and | DO NOT like the clearing of our trees for new businesses. By the same token,
| do not like the idea of restricting the Township's growth by imposing mandates that would be too costly
for new construction. | believe the township should offer economic incentive for the development of
existing structures for housing commercial growth within the townships parameters
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Zoning should not lean one way or the other. If the Twp can come up with economic or other types of
enhancements to "encourage" the use of vacant buildings, that would give business owners and developers
an option. Otherwise, government should stay out of private business decisions.

Definitely Fill vacant buildings first but then new buildings should have certain criteria to meet to fit into the
flow of Boardman and what the residents hope for their hometown

Fill the vacant buildings or start tearing them down. They are eyesores.

| think vacant buildings need maintained whether or not they are usable. It is more important to reuse the
properties not necessarily the buildings. Tear down outdated buildings and replace them if there is a need.

| think you can do both at the same time. However, more focus should be on vacant buildings. Encouraging
building owners to update facades and landscaping would be a good start.

In many cases it would be better to replace some older and non-significant buildings with new ones.

Have the old buildings torn down and replaced with newer ones

if it's a choice between filling empty buildings vs making this community look better it's a toss up. boardman
is starting to look rundown and like a hodge podge. it would be nice if we could get new business and have
a cohesive look to the community.

We should focus on filing vacant building rather than development of land that is forested or provides
ecosystem serves that benefit the community

that is a good idea, especially with many leaving the valley with plant/business closings. Why not encourage
a Senior Center. | would be glad to join in this effort.

Definitely this! There are so many vacant lots and buildings just sitting there.

| see both sides to this. Using existing buildings is cheaper and more likely to attract smaller business that
can't afford to build a new store. However, | hate that a lot of Boardman looks like we're stuck in the 90s.

A lot of vacant buildings are obsolete, in poor locations and need to be replaced with businesses better
suited to the location.

| think old outdated vacant buildings should be taken down. They are unsightly and make boardman a very
ugly place

| feel the community would be better served with people waiting to get into Boardman rather than places
going vacant while new ones go up across the street. As an analogy, we would rather have a restaurant with
fewer tables but a line out the door rather than a gigantic room with mostly empty tables and a few
customers.

It should do both.

Agree with this strongly, Boardman needs to fill the vacant buildings and keep Boardman Green... new
construction is no good next to a vacant plaza

The township should make it their priority to fill empty space before developing new areas.

Consider cost of new buildings vs remodeling. Must meet all codes in place!

Boardman cannot control where businesses buy property to locate. Boardman also does not own the
vacant buildings.

How can you tell a business where they can locate. This is America.

There has to be a balance where new businesses are encouraged, but there are still some standards. Can't
treat existing buildings the same as new construction though.
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Question 7: There have been multiple comments and issues raised about the parking and storage of
recreational vehicles and trailers. Tell us how you would like to see the township regulate the
parking and storage of different sizes of vehicles. The images are intended to provide an example of
the general scale of vehicle being discussed. These questions are all related to vehicles used for
personal use, and not related to commercial vehicles. 945 responded and 63 people skipped.

On this question, people could provide an answer on a scale of 1 (Disagree) to 5 (Greatly Agree) with
the answers weighted and averaged. The closer the weighted average gets to 5.00, the more the

respondents “greatly agree” with the statement. The closer the weighted average gets to 1.00, the
more the respondents “disagree” with the statement.
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