
Welcome!

To learn more, visit
www.buildingabetterboardman.com

Boardman Township is currently in the process of updating 
the Boardman Township Zoning Resolution as a step toward 
implementing the 2017 Boardman Township Strategic Planning 
and Zoning Action Plan. The Zoning Resolution contains the 
regulations that address how properties can be used within 
different areas of the township, as well as site design elements such 
as signage, landscaping, parking, and access. 

Township staff and the Planning Team invite you to review key 
changes to the Zoning Resolution, presented on the following 
boards, and provide comments on the forms provided.

You can keep up to date on the progress of the project, download 
draft documents, and provide feedback on the project on the 
website below. 

Building a Better Boardman
Updating the Township Zoning Resolution



Commercial 
Enhancements
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• Established the North Market Business District to create
a small business district that is unique compared to the 
regional commercial areas.
o Acknowledges that commercial development in this area is 

on smaller lots and located closer to the street.
o The resolution incorporated standards to ensure that this 

type of development can continue without encroaching into 
adjacent neighborhoods.

• Revised site plan review process.
o Currently most commercial developments have to go 

through the site plan review process with the Site Plan 
Review Board. The same process will be applied but with 
clear and predictable design standards rather than the more 
discretionary guidelines.

o The Site Plan Review Board will be renamed to the 
Architectural Review Board to reflect state law.

• Created stronger but reasonable landscaping and screening 
requirements that will buffer transition areas between 
business and residential areas while also softening the 
appearance of large parking lots.

• Provided for more flexible parking options including use of 
shared parking and porous pavement

• Established clear architectural standards for new multi-
family developments and commercial development to 
prevent the construction of basic building boxes without 
creating a burden that could prevent new development.



Stormwater & 
Flooding
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Stormwater and flooding major issues in the township and zoning is only one 
tool to help address these ongoing issues. It is important to note that zoning 
cannot be retroactively applied to areas that are already built to fix pre-existing 
problems, however, the township is looking at enhancements outside of zoning 
to address the issues.
• Developed new parking regulations that allow for several options that 

can improve stormwater capture:
o For new development or the complete reconstruction of parking areas, 

a building or developer has the option to incorporate porous surfaces 
that not only allow for drainage through the pavement but can reduce 
fees assessed by the ABC Water and Stormwater District.

o New option to postpone building all required parking spaces and can 
instead, maintain the area as green space until the parking is required.

o Solid curbs are not required so that stormwater can be directed to 
landscaped areas designed to accommodate water on-site.

• Established standards for all development to prohibit people from blocking 
natural drainageways with junk, mulch, buildings, or other materials. The 
same standards also prevent the temporary storage of such materials on 
sidewalks.

• Established standards for the management of lot clearing.
o Currently any person can clear a lot without any permits and can leave 

the lot without reseeding or addressing drainage. The new resolution 
allows for a short period of time to undertake approved construction or 
the lot has to be cleaned up and reseeded.

• Boardman Township recently joined forces with Austintown and 
Canfield Townships to create the new ABC Water and Stormwater 
District.
o The ABC District is not controlled by zoning but can assess fees to help 

plan for, and implement, projects that will address flooding and 
stormwater issues. These fees can be reduced if the applicant utilized 
best practices in their developments to improved stormwater flood and 
reduce flooding problems.

o For more information, go to www.abcwaterdistrict.com



Signs
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• Provided greater clarity on what types of signs are permitted
or prohibited to address modern sign types.
o The maximum sign height has not changed but freestanding

signs will need to be either a monument style or on a short
pole surrounded by landscaping.

o Temporary signs are restricted to yard signs, banner signs,
and sidewalk signs.

• Established a maximum on the amount of building and
freestanding sign area (size of sign) based on the size of the
lot and/or building façade.
o Reflects modern practices in sign regulations that takes into

account the context and character of the lot and building.
o Currently the township allows every lot to have a 200 square

foot freestanding sign and no maximum sign area for signs
attached to the building.

o The new regulations still allow for 200 square foot signs but
only on large lots.

• Revised regulations to avoid regulating based on the
message of the sign in order to comply with federal law.
o Communities have to avoid reading a sign message to

determine how to regulate such sign. For example, the
township can no longer have separate regulations for a real
estate sign as compared to a construction sign because the
only difference is the content of the message.

o The focus of the new sign regulations is on the sign type, size,
and height.

o Digital signs will be allowed in business districts.



Other 
Improvements
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• Created a stronger review procedure for Planned Unit 
Developments (PUDs).
o Requires a zoning map amendment with review by Zoning 

Commission and Trustees as opposed to a conditional use 
review by the Board of Zoning Appeals

o Can be used for unique residential developments or mixed-
use developments.

o Mixed-use is only permitted as a rezoning of existing 
commercial districts or adjacent to commercial districts.

o Establishes minimum requirements for open space.
• Incorporated modern regulations for cell towers. 

o Updated the cell tower regulations to reflect state law. Cell 
towers on private property have to be allowed in commercial 
and industrial districts. Providers that propose placement 
in residential districts have to provide notice and may be 
subject to conditional use review.

o For small cell facilities in the rights-of-way, the township 
created special regulations outside of zoning.

• Created a Public and Institutional District to identify major 
public lands in the township.
o The township has large areas of parks and public facilities 

that are currently either unzoned or zoned for residential or 
commercial purposes. This new district will establish many 
of these uses as their own special district to identify them on 
the zoning map and provide some protections to the public 
uses. Churches, religious institutions, and semi-public uses 
can request this zoning designation but will not be forced to 
rezone to this new district.



Residential 
Enhancements
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• Established two new zoning districts (R-1B and R-1C) 
to protect 1,000s of smaller lots that are currently 
nonconforming and address ongoing issues with setbacks and 
accessory uses.
o The R-1B District has a minimum lot size of 7,500 square feet 

and the R-1C has a minimum lot size of 5,000 square feet.
o The districts will only be used for certain neighborhoods 

where the new districts will make most lots conforming.
o The language in the draft resolution states that no new areas 

of the township can be rezoned to R-1B or R-1C after the 
adoption as the districts are strictly intended to protect older 
neighborhoods.

• Clarified rules for the storage and parking of RV’s and trailers.
• Enhanced rules for accessory uses, including setbacks. 

Setbacks can be reduced in the R-1C District where the lots are 
significantly less.

• Added allowances for residents to raise up to four chickens 
(no roosters), rabbits, and similarly sized animals on any 
single-family lot.
o As a point of note, in townships, state law mandates that 

agricultural uses are exempt from zoning on any lot greater 
than five acres in size. 

• Added provisions for accessory dwelling units. 
o These dwelling units will only be allowed as conditional uses 

on lots with a minimum lot size of 12,000 square feet and will 
need to be attached to the principal dwelling unit. They are 
restricted in size and the property owner must live in one of 
the units.


